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Powderhall Stables consultation event note (18 June 2018) 

Attendees  

Project team: David Cooper (City of Edinburgh Council); Kyle Drummond (City of Edinburgh Council); 

Emma Fairhurst (Collective Architecture); Mairi Laverty (Collective Architecture); 

Darren Ryan (City of Edinburgh Council); Neil Watts (City of Edinburgh Council) 

Stakeholders: Duncan Bremner (Citizen Curator); Blair Christie (Raised Voice); Judy Conn (New Town 

& Broughton Community Council); Nick Gardener (Leith Central Community Council); 

Stuart McAllister (Powderhall Village Owners’ Association); Cllr Amy McNeese-

Mechan (Councillor, Leith Walk ward); Cllr Susan Rae (Councillor, Leith Walk ward); 

Sandra Rathjen (Broughton Primary School Parent Council); David Reid (Broughton St 

Mary's Scouts); Julian Siann (Leith Central Community Council); David Sterratt 

(Drummond Community High School Parent Council) 

Notes 

Welcome (David Cooper) 

 “Powderhall Stables” refers to the former stable block to the front of the Powderhall Waste 

Transfer Station on Broughton Road. With the Waste Transfer Station closed, the Council has been 

looking at the scope to turn the stable block into workspaces and community space. 

 The purpose of this event is to get views on what local needs could be met by the building and 

how the community could be involved in taking the project forward. 

 Proposals for the wider site (the Waste Transfer Station and the adjacent former bowling greens) 

will be the subject of separate consultation events. 

 The project is dependent on grant funding and therefore it ultimately may not be able to proceed. 

Overview of Powderhall project (Neil Watts) 

 The Waste Transfer Station has been agreed to be transferred to the Council’s Housing Revenue 

Account which is looking at how the site could contribute to the target of delivering 20,000 

additional affordable homes for Edinburgh. 

 The former bowling greens have been looked at as a potential location for a new Broughton 

Nursery which would be relocated out of the Broughton Primary School campus.  

 The proposed proportion of affordable/social housing has not yet been determined.  

 The stable building is category ‘B’ listed. 

 There has been discussion of the potential to use the rail line for active travel but this would be 

subject to reaching an agreement with the owner, Network Rail. 

 No final decisions have been taken yet. There will be an extensive programme of non-statutory 

consultation from now through to September 2018 (culminating in the preparation of a Place 

Brief) with additional statutory consultation planned for 2019 as part of a formal planning process. 

The stable block consultation has been brought forward to support the preparation of funding 

applications planned to be made over the summer. 

Architectural approach (Emma Fairhurst and Mairi Laverty) 

 The building was originally built as a stable block with offices in the Scots Baronial style. 

 The building was extensively unsympathetically altered in the 1970s.  

 A full restoration is not proposed but any interventions would look to restore windows and stairs 

that have been blocked up and address level differences that constrain accessibility. 
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 The building is generally sound but with some defects that need addressed.  

 Initial consideration of how the building could be used has identified scope for artists’ studios; 

flexible business space; meeting rooms; function rooms; and a café/restaurant. 

Plenary discussion notes 

 The number of studios that the building could support was queried. This will determine on the mix 

of uses but it is anticipated that this could be around 6-7 per wing per floor. 

 There are some good examples of stables that have been converted into creative space in the 

Scottish Borders. Some of them have housing for the artists incorporated.   

 The studios would be rented out.  

 For any operator, security of tenure would be key. 

 St. Margaret’s House (run by Edinburgh Palette) works well as there is a strong artists community 

supplemented by various support organisations etc creating a good energy.  Another example of 

space such as this is Custom’s Lane. 

 The funding of the stables building project is separate from the funding of the other elements so 

there is no requirement for the affordable housing to subsidise the development.  

 It is important that the local community not feel alienated from the development. 

 The proposals include a courtyard to the rear of the building that could be used for events etc. It 

was queried whether glass etc could be used to create a space that is useable year round as is 

done in Japan. 

 Uses suggested for the building were a home for St. Mary’s Music School or a maritime museum. 

Space would likely be an issue as the building is smaller than the front elevation suggests. 

 Initial discussions have been held with the Heritage Lottery Fund. The aim is to submit an 

application before the funding regime changes at the end of the year. 

 The wider project may present an opportunity to enhance St. Mark’s Path, St. Mark’s Park, and 

Redbraes Park and to enhance amenity space along the Water of Leith. 


