
 

 

18 July 2018 

Leith Street – completion of main works programme 

Dear Neighbour, 

 

Please be aware of a date error in a letter we issued to you on 18 July. Leith Street will reopen to 

traffic in both directions by 6am on Saturday 28th July, ahead of this year’s Fringe, following a 

programme of infrastructure improvement works which began in September 2017. 

 

Comprehensively reconfigured from the intersection with Waterloo Place to the junction with Little 

King Street, both southbound lanes and one northbound lane will be reopened to road traffic for 

the first time in 11 months. Bus services will also return to Leith Street on the 28th July, with more 

details available at https://www.lothianbuses.com/. 

 

The northbound inside lane from Waterloo Place to Greenside Row will remain closed as part of the 

safety initiatives in place during the construction of the adjoining Edinburgh St James site. As 

enabling works continue on Picardy Place, some traffic management will also remain in place at the 

northern end of Leith Street. 

 

Overseen by Laing O’Rourke, the main contractor at Edinburgh St James, the works programme has 

created a high quality and much-improved environment along Leith Street, which better serves 

pedestrians, cyclists, public transport and road traffic alike. Below ground, infrastructure and 

utilities have also been renewed, greatly reducing the need for any future works or repairs. 

 

Pedestrians 

Pavements along the full length of the road have been reconstructed using high quality materials 

and widened, largely by removing the central reservation that existed on the old road layout, 

creating a much safer and more accessible route for all pedestrians. 

 

The new layout has also been designed to better meet the needs of those with physical disabilities 

and those that are sensory impaired, with a total of four primary crossing points on Leith Street, a 

new signalised junction at Calton Road and tactile paving at each crossing point. The pedestrian 

crossing at Waterloo Place has also been significantly improved with a larger footway provision and 

wider crossing. 

 

Cyclists 

A dedicated two-way cycle way has been created between Calton Road and Picardy Place, which 

will continue to be extended as part of upcoming improvement works at Picardy Place, eventually 

joining up with the existing infrastructure already in place on Leith Walk. Cyclists can also make a 

left turn at the top of Leith Street on to Waterloo Place. 

 

Vehicles 

The existing carriageway along Leith Street has been resurfaced and in many instances has been 



 

 

fully reconstructed, creating a safer and smoother environment for road traffic. Traffic will not be 

able to turn right from Calton Road northbound on to Leith Street, right from Leith Street on to 

Calton Road or left from Leith Street on to Waterloo Place.  Calton Road will reopen and the 

diversion route on George Street will return to its original operation on the 28th July, whilst the 

diversion route at Easter Road/Montrose Terrace/London Road will be removed after the August 

festival period, in early September. 

 

Questions? 

We would like to thank you for your patience during the programme of works. Should you have any 

questions about the new layout, please do not hesitate to contact Laing O’Rourke on 07823362404 

or at esjcommunity@laingorourke.com  

 

Leith Street Information Forum 

We would also like to remind you of details for the final Leith Street Information Forum. This will 

provide an opportunity to meet members of the project team responsible for the works themselves 

and to hear a detailed presentation as to how the road layout has changed and how it will function 

when reopened. There will also be a dedicated time following the presentation for you to ask any 

questions you may have in response to this. 

 

Following the conclusion of the forum, we would also like to invite you to stay for complimentary 

drinks and nibbles as a small token of our thanks for your patience and understanding during the 

works programme. 

 

When: 5-7pm, 25 July 2018 (A short presentation will commence at 5.15pm) 

 

Where: Edinburgh St James Marketing Suite, 3rd Floor, Elder House, Elder St, Multrees Walk, 

Edinburgh, EH1 3DX 

 

RSVP: Please RSVP to freddie@redwoodconsulting.co.uk   ATTENDANCE IS BY RSVP ONLY 
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