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DEPUTATION ON AGENDA ITEM 6.7 ‘POLICY & SUSTAINABILTY 
COMMITTEE 

 28th MAY 2020 
 

“DEFERRAL OF EDINBURGH SUMMER SESSIONS 2020 TO 2021” 
 
The New Town & Broughton Community Council note that the above is due for 
consideration at the Policy & Sustainability Committee on 28th May 2020.  
 
The report "seeks approval to reschedule the Edinburgh Summer Sessions event 
from August 2020 to August 2021 due to the impact of the Coronavirus 
pandemic on public gatherings going forward."  
 
We would wish that the following could be considered by the Committee. 
 
Whilst the New Town & Broughton Community Council understands and 
acknowledges the desire by Edinburgh Council and other commercial 
organisations to take pro-active steps to try to mitigate the impacts of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the leader of Edinburgh Council, Councillor McVey, has 
recently stated that “Business as usual isn’t an option” and that “we need to 
look to the future & begin to build a better Edinburgh, together….”. The 
proposal for deferment of this event rather than cancel it seems at odds with 
these aspirations. 
 
Many councillors will be aware that the decision to approve the 2020 Summer 
Sessions was taken at the Culture & Communities Committee on 28th January 
2020 (as part of the wider report on ‘Festivals and Events Core Programme 
2020/21’).  Approval for the 2020 Summer Sessions event was taken prior to 
any public consultation (necessary as part of the assessment of stakeholder 
and community impact), in early February 2020 by Parks and Greenspaces – to 
which many residents and we submitted comments. These concerns have not 
yet been fully addressed.    
 
This is confirmed in Section 7.1 of report under consideration :  
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"Confirmation of the event was shared to stakeholders through the Parks 
Approval Application. Officers were in the process of addressing operational 
impact on access to Princes Street Gardens at the time of lockdown measures 
being introduced and would be followed up subsequent to rescheduling the 
event to August 2021." 
 
We take the view that with many other festival events cancelled, rescheduling 
or deferring this particular event seems both questionable and unjustified  – 
especially given the lack of opportunity presented in early 2020 for residents’ 
concerns to be raised timeously. 
 
Due to Covid-19 and guidance from both the Scottish and UK Governments, it 
is clear that the proposed event will not now take place until August 2021; 
hence cancellation of the 2020 event, followed by a new consultation at a later 
date would seem a more appropriate course and furthermore, would allow 
development of the delayed “Public Space Management Plan” to be 
progressed, which may be material as to the decision relating to the Summer 
Sessions event in 2021. 
 
Finally, we are aware that the Cockburn Association have also separately 
submitted their comments on the proposed deferral – with specific concerns 
raised regarding the continuing commodification of Edinburgh’s public spaces, 
especially in Princes Street Gardens – both east and west, as well as the scale 
and duration of the proposed Summer Sessions 2021 programme.  We share 
many of their views. 
 
 
 
On behalf of the New Town & Broughton Community Council 
 
 
Richard Price (Secretary, NTBCC) 
.  
       27th May 2020 


