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December 2021
Looking Back
• During October and November 2021, COP26 made a huge 

impact on Policing across the whole country including Edinburgh 
City Centre. 

• Whilst a large number of local officers were deployed in specialist 
roles, they were replaced by officers backfilling their posts from 
other departments and bolstered by Mutual Aid officers from 
across the UK.

• Several protests took place within Edinburgh which were 
facilitated by our officers. These passed peacefully and with 
minimal police intervention.

• With the return of Christmas related events in the city centre, our 
Winter City operation started at the end of November. This is a 
dedicated detail based at the West End Police Station with 
additional officers to carry out patrols in the city centre.  There 
has been an influx of people entering the City Centre to enjoy the 
Christmas atmosphere, and for the majority this has been 
facilitated without incident.

What We’re Noticing
• Recent developments with the new Covid19 variant has brought 

some uncertainty in how the next few weeks will play out.  The 
increase of positive cases and new guidance that comes with this is 
of concern for everyone.  At the time of writing the Christmas Markets, 
Christmas events and the Hogmanay party are still going ahead as 
planned.  There is a dedicated Policing response already in place for 
each planned event, and every event will be policed in line with 
Government guidelines.  

• The City Centre has seen a noticeable increase in footfall, especially 
those enjoying the night time economy.  It has been reported in the 
news this week of an Assault which took place on Meuse Lane on 
11th December.  There is an ongoing investigation into this incident by 
our Violence Reduction Unit.  This appears to have been an isolated 
incident, and we are appealing for witnesses that may be able to 
assist with the enquiry.  Please contact 101 if you witnessed the 
incident or if you have any information pertaining to this incident.

• Over the past few weeks there has also been an increase in reports 
of groups of youths congregating in the City Centre and associated 
Anti-Social Behaviour.  With the school holidays approaching this is 
something that will be monitored.  Local officers are working with the 
Community Alcohol Partnership along with other youth groups to 
engage with youths and address ASB and concerns surrounding this.  
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December 2021
Looking Forward
Policing over the coming weeks will be drawn to the Christmas 
events, Torchlight procession and Edinburgh’s Hogmanay and 
street party.  These events are expected to attract significant 
numbers this year, and Policing in the City Centre will reflect this.  
Additional officers are allocated to the main events allowing for local 
officers to focus on the local community and any issues or concerns 
they may have.  

If there are any issues which we feel you should know about, we 
will of course update you in the forthcoming newsletters, but if there 
is anything you would like us to address, or crime prevention 
information you would like us to provide, please let us know and we 
will tailor the content accordingly.

In the meantime, we hope you have a safe, Merry Christmas and 
wish you the best for the New Year!

Kind Regards, City Centre Community Policing Team
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Advice and Support
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About Us
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Contact Us:
101 for non emergencies

contactus@Scotland.pnn.police.uk

@EdinPolSE

Edinburgh Police Division

www.scotland.police.uk

Local Area Commander: 
Chief Inspector Murray Tait

City Centre Community Policing 
Team - West End Police Station:
Inspector David Duthie
Sergeant Cameron Walker
Sergeant Robert Richardson

Plus 8 officers allocated to 
community issues in Edinburgh’s 
City Centre.
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