
 

The New Town and Broughton Community Council (NTBCC) and the New Town Street Associations 
are fully supportive of Edinburgh Council’s objective to substantially increase recycling rates and 
improve the waste management service in Edinburgh. 

However, we object to the imposition of the ‘one size fits all’, city-wide solution of communal bin 
hubs on the following grounds: 

1. Protection of Heritage and Streetscape has not been properly considered 
• The New Town streetscape highlighted in the World Heritage Site Statement of Outstanding 
Universal Value must be protected. 
• The proposal to install fixed communal bin hubs every 100 metres across the New Town is 
inappropriate and out of step with other UK and international world heritage cities. 
• The Council has a duty of care for the World Heritage Site, which it committed to when signing the 
current five-year management plan in 2017. Any waste management plan for the World Heritage 
site needs to reflect that commitment. 

2. Lack of transparency and evidence that plan will fulfil goals to increase recycling or improve 
safety 
• Use of the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) process rather than the planning process has reduced 
external scrutiny and need for consultation 
• No impact assessments have been conducted to support decision to remove kerb side collection. 

3. The decision does not carry the support of the local community 
• There has been no consultation with local residents, community groups or heritage organisations 
nor any analysis or consideration of the needs of the New Town population. 
• A recent survey conducted by the Edinburgh Central MSP, Angus Robertson, indicates that 91% of 
the community are unsupportive of the Council’s decision. This figure is broadly consistent with the 
feedback from the Council's recent ‘information sessions’ as well as NTBCC’s own survey. 

We support Edinburgh Council's initiative in looking to improve recycling and waste management in 
Edinburgh's historic city centre; however we need a collaborative plan, which includes, most 
importantly, buy in from the local population which takes account of national and international best 
practice. Local residents are keen to work with the Council to find the best solution. 

In support of this, NTBCC along with the New Town Street Associations urge the Council to pause 
and consider our proposed  5 Year Collaborative Plan. 

Given that we believe that the current system is acknowledged to generally work well and therefore 
should not be discarded until a better solution is found, we request the Council to : 
•  Agree a five year moratorium 
•  Improve the current system of gull-proof bags and recycling boxes 
•  Address any health and safety issues of waste collection  
•  Collaborate with residents to devise a strategy that meets needs of the community 
•  Investigate international best practice and pilot new solutions  

We would hope that the Council wants to work with local residents (and not against them). 

 

http://www.ntbcc.org.uk/here2/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Waste-Management-in-Edinburgh-New-Town-16_11_21.pdf

