NTBCC Transport and Environment Committee Update — November 2025

1. Charlotte Square
At a meeting with Marie Davies who is the Council’s Charlotte Square project manager, we asked a
number of questions about the project. The questions and a summary of the answers are attached. We
have also contacted residents of Glenfinlas Street who had raised concerns on safety grounds about
the plans to remove the bollards at the bottom of the street by St Colme Street. We understand that
the Council have now decided not to proceed with the original plans and instead will allow restricted
access from the top of Glenfinlas Street for residents and those needing access. Based on our
discussions at our meeting on 10 November we will submit a detailed response to the latest plans.

2. Transport and Environment Committee Meeting - 13 November 2025

There are a number of items on the agenda that are relevant to our area:

a.

Supported Bus Services - the report is intended to be a lessons learned following the tendering

undertaken last year, however, no mention is made of one of the prime reason the report was
requested. Until advised by Councillor Caldwell, we were unaware that there were any plans to
re-route the 13 bus service. | have highlighted this omission and a couple of other points to
Councillor Caldwell. Interestingly this report once again refers to the need to modify the route
of the 13 bus and potentially retender the service.

Road Safety Delivery Plan 2025/26 — This is a very comprehensive report covering the progress

being made in delivering the approved road safety projects but also a number of other
initiatives. Most of the projects planned for this year will not be completed until the next
financial year at the earliest but in our area a new signalised crossing at St Colme Street, a non-
signalised crossing at the west end of Great King Street as well as speed reduction measures at
Abercromby Place and Rodney Street are all promised before April 2026. The plans to change
the priority at the junction of Dublin Street and Albany Street have been shelved and other
options are under consideration. It is also reported that a new protocol for pedestrian crossings
has been developed which will allow the public to identify on an interactive map where such
crossings should be installed but it is not clear how this new protocol will result in better
decisions on crossings.

Review of the TRO Sub-Committee — The report states that the TRO should continue with some
amendments but there is no mention of the issues that we have raised about the lack of any

ability to raise issues including errors regarding the reports being submitted to the sub-
committee. The argument is that as there is a quasi-legal process, the sub-committee is unable
to consider any points other than those made during the formal consultation process. | think
this is issue is worth us submitting a deputation to ensure that the TEC members are aware of
this deficiency.

3. Experimental Traffic Regulation Order — North Area

We have received a response to our FOI request seeking more information about the basis for the
decision taken by the TRO Sub-Committee in September. This response is currently under review.


https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s90328/7.3%20-%20Supported%20Bus%20Services.pdf
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s90335/7.6%20-%20Road%20Safety%20Delivery%20Plan%202025_26%20-%20Six%20month%20update.pdf
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s90334/8.1%20-%20Review%20of%20the%20Traffic%20Regulation%20Orders%20Sub-Committee.pdf

4. George Street Cross Streets
We met with the Council staff responsible for the George Street project and from the public transport
team to discuss the impact of closing George Street to buses. Currently there are three bus services
(10,11 and 13) using George Street which account for nearly 300 buses per day using the two bus stops.
From prior discussions, we understood that it was planned to transfer these routes onto the cross
streets, but from this meeting we learned that the preferred option is to use Princes Street to bypass
George Street and then resume their routes via St David Street. We raised concerns that this will
further increase loading on the already congested bus stops on Princes Street and also that these stops
will make George Street less accessible. We were advised that TRO for the changes would be published
towards the end of the year. We will have the opportunity to submit comments then, but in the
meantime, it would be worth contacting other groups that have raised concerns about the impact of
the redevelopment of George Street on disabled people.

5. North/South Trams Route Consultation
The public consultation on a new North-South trams route will close for comments on 17 November

2025. Although this project will be mainly outside of our area, it is planned that we will submit brief
comments highlighting concerns about its impact on our community.

6. Picardy Place
We have had confirmation that the work in Picardy Place will be handled by the same contractor
responsible for other remedial landscaping work along the new trams route. We have requested copies
of the replanting plans. We met with representatives of Essential Edinburgh who confirmed their
willingness to take on the responsibility for the maintenance of the space.

7. Communal Bin Review Phase 6 Update
Following an email to local Councillors, we were contacted by Councillor Miller regarding arrangements
for a meeting with the CBR team regarding the implementation of the new waste collection
arrangements in our area. A draft agenda for this meeting has been issued but we await confirmation
of the date.

Prepared by Mike Birch
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https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/tram-north-south/




