
Litter Bin Siting Policy 
 
The City Council’s Transport & Environment Committee (TEC) received a report  on 
proposed revisions to the existing Litter Bin Siting policy in response to Elected Member 
feedback on the original policy presented at the TEC May meeting when there were 
concerns raised by councillors. The policy in its existing form was approved for a three-
month period, with a request that  a workshop be held with Committee members to 
address these concerns. The workshop was held on 25 August 2023, at which all political 
parties were represented and from which a revised policy was produced. 
 
The revised policy has addressed concerns about the location of bins in parks which will now 
see bins in some ‘premier’ parks as well as at the entrance, on the core path network (a 
review concerning which will be undertaken) and at bus stops (including transport hubs) 
where a review of bin allocation will be undertaken. The revisions to the policy essentially 
related to the use of data and other information to target those locations of greatest need, 
given that the Council’s capacity to provide litter bins is finite and at certain times or 
locations the capacity to provide the service is exceeded.  The report also provided 
explanations of the reasons behind certain decisions in in the location of bins. 
 
The policy highlights that as far as is possible the following areas will normally be viewed as 
high priority to receive litter bins:  
 
• Main arterial routes and other high footfall and through route areas 
• Main areas of commerce and retail 
• Key routes in relation to secondary schools. 
• Proximity to fast food and takeaway retailers 
• Public transport hubs (e.g. bus stops and similar areas) where large numbers of people 

stand for periods of time, particularly in central areas. 
• The ‘core’ path network 
• Entrances to or locations within parks and significant public spaces. 
 
By the same token, the following are not seen generally as priorities:  
 
• Exclusively residential areas, except where these become high priority in respect of 

one of the priority reasons above  
• Locations where the litter bin would be sited in close proximity to a household waste 

bin that are provided for disposal of household waste and litter 
• Locations where the litter bin is being abused - inappropriate disposal of household or 

commercial waste or persistent vandalism. 
 
The report also addressed the issue of recycling where the Council is taking a ‘pragmatic’ on 
a number of grounds regarding segregated bins.  
 
An amendment also highlighted the need to use information from Community Council 
regarding information on littering in their area. 



 
Report available at:  https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s62123/7.5%20-
%20Litter%20Bin%20Siting%20Policy.pdf 
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