
NTBCC Licensing Report – November 2023 

 

1. Regulatory Committee Last meeting: 2 Oct Next meeting: 4 Dec 

(Note: Regulatory Committee meetings are webcast in full.) 

1.1. Order of business for the last meeting can be found here:  
Agenda for Regulatory Committee on Monday, 2nd October, 2023, 10.00 am 

➢ Short Term Lets (STL) Licensing came into effect on 1 October 2023 

Hosts and operators who started operating a property as STL prior to 1 October 2022, had until 30 
September 2023 to submit a licence application, in order to continue operating beyond that date while 
their application is considered. 

No one else can now operate a property as STL, until they have a licence. 

All hosts and operators must have a licence by 1 July 2024. 

The Council’s STL policy can be viewed here: short-term-lets-policy (edinburgh.gov.uk) 

The Council’s approach to STL enforcement can be found here: Short Term Let Enforcement in 
Edinburgh.pdf 
Issues with STLs can be reported here: Report a problem with a short term let – The City of Edinburgh 
Council 

Further information incl. FAQs can be found here: Licences and permits applications – STL Licensing 

A key concern arguably may consist in the difference between: 

• "home letting" means a short-term let consisting of the entering into of an agreement 
for the use, while the host is absent, of accommodation which is, or is part of, the host's 
only or principal home; 

vs 
• "secondary letting" means a short-term let consisting of the entering into of an 

agreement for the use of accommodation which is not, or is not part of, the licence 
holder's only or principal home. 

with the first one allowing for a licence for up to 3 years, and the latter for up to 1 year. 

How does the Council assess whether a given property qualifies as home letting, and indeed wouldn’t be a 
secondary letting in disguise – hence allowing the applicant to flout the requirement of obtaining the 
associated planning permission? 

➢ Street Trading and Market Operators consultation (closes 13 Dec) 

A reminder about this... questions include, for Street Trading: 

- whether to support more street trading in the city centre (Ward 11) 
- hours of operations 
- anywhere where street trading should not be allowed 
- pros & cons 

Markets: 
- the public’s likely attraction to markets when located outwith the city centre 
- customer toilets 
- hours of operations 

Mobile trading: 
- whether it should be allowed in the city centre 
- type of goods to be sold 

Further details can be found here: Street Trading and Market Operators - City of Edinburgh Council - Citizen 
Space 

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=144&MId=6849&Ver=4
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/32060/short-term-lets-policy
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s61675/7.1%20-%20Short%20Term%20Let%20Enforcement%20in%20Edinburgh.pdf
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s61675/7.1%20-%20Short%20Term%20Let%20Enforcement%20in%20Edinburgh.pdf
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/private-housing/report-problem-short-term-let
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/private-housing/report-problem-short-term-let
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/licences-permits/licences-permits-applications/9?documentId=12524&categoryId=20023
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/street-trading-and-market-operators/
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/street-trading-and-market-operators/


➢ Sexual Entertainment Venues (SEV) Licensing 

Community Councils were invited to attend an evidence session at City Chambers on 27 October 2023. 

NTBCC didn’t participate through lack of capacity. 

This refers to the Council’s previous attempt to ban lap dancing clubs in Edinburgh.  This was 
overturned and the Council agreed to review their position through further consultation. 

Currently, there would remain three SEVs in operation, all located within Tollcross; a fourth one, 
located within the West End, appears to have closed. 

Note: In March last year, Glasgow City Council agreed to allow the city's three lap dancing clubs to 
continue trading, and awarded licences for the first time in September. It’s unclear whether their 
licensing scheme came with a cap on numbers though. 

Ban on Edinburgh lap dancing clubs overturned - BBC News 

1.2. Order of business for the next meeting will be published here, when available: 
Agenda for Regulatory Committee on Monday, 4th December, 2023, 10.00 am 

2. Alcohol licence registers 
Licensing Board Last meeting: 30 Oct Next meeting: 27 Nov 

(Note: Only the business section at the start of Licensing Board meetings is webcast.) 

2.1. Order of business for the last meeting are available here:  
Agenda for Licensing Board on Monday, 30th October, 2023, 9.30 am 

➢ New Statement of Licensing Policy – ETA for publishing is end of November 2023. 

Phase 2 of the Licensing Board Policy Consultation closed on 12 November.  

View the amended draft policy statement. 

NTBCC’s response can be viewed here: Licensing Board Policy Consultation, Phase 2 – NTBCC response 
November 2023 

Note that the Board will carry out a separate consultation on its assessment of overprovision, to form 
the subject of a Supplementary Statement of Licensing Policy. The Board is working towards a six 
month timeline, with the Supplementary Statement to be included in the new policy by Spring 2024. 

The current Assessment of Overprovision as set out in Chapter 8 will continue to form part of the 
Board’s Statement of Licensing Policy meanwhile. 

➢ Police Annual Report 2022-2023 

First, some initiatives worth noting - e.g. 
o “It’ll Cost You!” campaign, as related to adults who would buy alcohol for children and young 

persons 
o Bystander Training and “Ask for Angela”,  to protect vulnerable persons within licensed 

premises and help tackle sexual violence connected to alcohol consumption. 

With regards to statistics, they provided less clarity this time round, sadly:  

 

when compared to the breakdown in the previous Police Annual Report 2020-2021: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-edinburgh-east-fife-64596835
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=144&MId=6850&Ver=4
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/13426/alcohol-licence-registers
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=159&MId=7107&Ver=4
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/bi/licensing-board-policy-phase-2/user_uploads/statement-of-licensing-policy-review--tracked----250923--v4-1.pdf
https://www.ntbcc.org.uk/licensing-board-policy-consultation-phase-2-ntbcc-response-november-2023/
https://www.ntbcc.org.uk/licensing-board-policy-consultation-phase-2-ntbcc-response-november-2023/


 

Regardless, the trend seems to be on the increase still... despite the trade voicing a healing market still? 

However, this would have to be assessed against the number of premises that have closed or lost their 
licence… these additional statistics might come as part of the Board’s assessment of overprovision? 

➢ Premises licences / major Variations – no new applications were published in October. 

2.2. Order of business for the next meeting will be published here, when available:  
Agenda for Licensing Board on Monday, 27th November, 2023, 9.30 am 

3. Civic & Miscellaneous licence registers 
Licensing Sub-Committee Last meeting(s): 10 & 13 Oct Next meeting(s): 13 & 14 Nov 

(Note: Licensing Sub-Committee meetings are not webcast.) 

3.1. Order of business for the last meeting(s) is available here:  
Agenda for Licensing Sub-Committee on Tuesday, 10th October, 2023, 9.30 am 
Agenda for Licensing Sub-Committee on Friday, 13th October, 2023, 9.30 am 

3.2. Order of business for the next meeting(s) will be published here, when available:  
Agenda for Licensing Sub-Committee on Monday, 13th November, 2023, 9.30 am 

Note:  Late Hour Catering application 504891 at 2 Antigua Street (Deep Sea), EH1 3NH for extended 
hours  Mon-Thu & Sun 23.00-02.00 ; Fri & Sat 23.00-03.00 might get refused for being outwith policy. 

Agenda for Licensing Sub-Committee on Tuesday, 14th November, 2023, 9.30 am 

4. Tables & Chairs permits 
Full (incl. register and guidance notes) can be found here: Tables and chairs permits 

Queries may be best emailed to TablesChairsPermits@edinburgh.gov.uk however – noting that the register 
was last updated July 2023 still, at the time of writing. 
 

Prepared by Annick Gaillard,  
NTBCC Licensing Convenor 
12 November 2023 

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=159&MId=6723&Ver=4
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/13239/licensing-registers-civic
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=153&MId=6795&Ver=4
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=153&MId=6794&Ver=4
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=153&MId=6796&Ver=4
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=153&MId=7111&Ver=4
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/14171/tables-and-chairs-permits
mailto:TablesChairsPermits@edinburgh.gov.uk

