
PLANNING FOR NTBCC MEETING 10 JUNE 2024 
 
 
Transport matters have dominated the City council’s business recently, so a relatively quiet  
Planning agenda this month.  
 
A couple of Planning items from the previous NTBCC meeting of 13 May 2024: 
 
Broughton Hotel at 37 Broughton Place  24/01496/FUL & LBC – mainly internal and external 
alterations to upgrade the accommodation. Having looked at this there didn’t see to be any 
significant issues. Currently awaiting decision  
 
Former Royal High School, conversion to music centre 24/01804/FUL 
As agreed at May's NTBCC meeting we have submitted a response basically supporting the 
proposals.  This also accords with the Cockburn Association's and EWHT’s views. 
 
We have also noted that in the previous approval, there was an informative stating that: 
"To minimise the level of noise to which sensitive receptors will be exposed, the construction work 
should be conducted in accordance with a Code of Construction Practice (CoCP). It should be noted 
the local authority has powers under the Control of Pollution Act (1974) to control noise from 
construction sites. The Construction and Demolition Environmental Management Plan (including a 
Noise and Vibration Management Plan, Dust Management Plan and Transport Management Plan) 
submitted with the previously approved planning application (reference 15/05662/FUL) should be 
developed in consultation with local residents and active dialogue with local residents should 
continue during the construction phase.” 
 
We have asked that this requirement made a condition of the current approval. 
 
At the previous meeting we discussed an application for a new  5-bedroom house on land in front of 
Greenside Parish Church and No. 12 Blenheim Place.   24/01889/FUL. 
 
We have objected on 31st May to this proposal on a number of grounds: 
 
The green space on which it would sit is not spare unused land but was an important part of the 
landscape setting for the church in Playfair’s overall scheme. The fact that it is not now tree clad is 
because, when permission was granted to remove 4 trees which were claimed to be endangering 
the stability of the adjoining wall, in fact all trees (19 in total) were removed without the additional 
consent required under Conservation Area status. 
The design presents a blank faceless wall hard on to Leopold Place, which does not engage with the 
street or the surrounding area, and would readily become a target for graffiti.  
The wall is much higher than the existing railings and would block the view of Calton Hill, which are 
an integral part of the World Heritage listing. 
 
The design of the building has been carefully considered, but this is not the location for it and we 
cannot support it. 
 
Attached to this report is the letter of objection submitted to the City Council on behalf of NTBCC 
  
 
 
 

http://www.ntbcc.org.uk/here2/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/NTBCC-Representation-24_01889_FUL-Land-45-Metres-East-Of-12-Blenheim-Pla...-1.pdf


Other items: 
 
Alterations to existing office accommodation to form 3x studio flats for use as short-term lets (as 
22/04400/LBC with adjustments). At 22 Young Street North Lane Edinburgh EH2 4JD 24/02315/LBC. 
6a Northumberland Street North East Lane – existing mews & garage workshop into 3-bed dwelling 
with garage  24/2440/FUL 
 
62-65 George Street creation of 25 Hotel Rooms above Wetherspoons (Standing Order) 
24/1052/FU.L Granted. 
 
Retrospective change of use of estate agent Class 1A to hybrid retail /licensed wine cafe Sui Generis. 
34 Northumberland Street Edinburgh EH3 6LS.    Withdrawn.  
 
The eyesore 'rusty bucket' planters in Leith Walk are to be removed after being targeted by vandals. 
 
 
Other Decisions:  
 
Several short-term-lets applications have been refused (eg Leith St, NW Circus Place, Rose St, East 
London St) or withdrawn.  This is in line with our objectives but concerns persist that they may 
continue to be used without consent.  An “advisory service”, STL Solutions, published on its website 
last September an article which explains the options of conforming to the legislation or boycotting it 
and carrying on regardless. While it sets out the penalties etc, it is hard to avoid the perception that 
it will encourage many landlords to continue without a licence.  The question is straightforward – 
normal lettings require to meet standards on fire escapes, safety, numbers of residents etc and 
there is no justification why short-terms ones should not. We should press the Council to take action 
on all those which have failed to register by the deadline or withdrawn their application. 
 
https://stlsolutions.co.uk/blog/boycott-or-certificate-of-lawfulness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Hajducki on behalf of NTBCC Planning Group 
5 June 2024 
 

https://stlsolutions.co.uk/blog/boycott-or-certificate-of-lawfulness

