
NTBCC Licensing Report – June 2024 
 

1. Regulatory Committee Last meeting: 13 May Next meeting: 21 June 

(Note: Regulatory Committee meetings are webcast in full.) 

1.1. Order of business for the last meeting can be found here: 
Agenda for Regulatory Committee on Monday, 13th May, 2024, 10.00 am 

➢ Short Term Lets (STL) Licensing Policy – Temporary Exemptions 
Following concerns about the availability and price of STL accommodation during the August 
Fringe/Festival period, the Council reviewed and proposed to simplify, on a trial basis, its approach for 
temporary exemptions as related to Home Letting and Home Sharing.  

The proposed changes consisted in: 
(1) Simplification changes to the Council’s application form; 
(2) Reduction of the application fee to £120 (in line with the charge for a STL licence application for 

Secondary Letting where there’s already a HMO licence in place for the property); 
Short term let licence application fees – The City of Edinburgh Council 

(3) Consider whether to attach mandatory conditions 5 (gas safety) & 15 (insurance) in full, or in part. 

The Committee decided by majority vote to proceed with the trial of (1) only, and to consider changes 
to STL licensing fees as part of the annual review that is scheduled later this year. The Committee 
unanimously decided for conditions 5 and 15 to be retained in full for the duration of the trial period. 

Note: The effect of a temporary exemption is similar in legal effect to the granting of a licence, and any 
exemption granted is subject to any conditions that the Council decides to attach. The principal benefit 
to any person granted an exemption is that the full process that normally accompanies a licence 
application is not required. There is no public consultation, only consultation with the Chief Constable 
and Chief Fire Officer, and there is no right to object to an exemption. 

1.2. Order of business for the next meeting will be published here, when available: 
Agenda for Regulatory Committee on Friday, 21st June, 2024, 10.00 am 

2. Alcohol licence registers 
Licensing Board Last meeting(s): 27 May Next meeting(s): 26 Aug 

(Note: Only the business section at the start of Licensing Board meetings is webcast.) 

2.1. Order of business for the last meeting can be found here:  
Agenda for Licensing Board on Monday, 27th May, 2024, 9.30 am 

➢ Supplementary Statement of Licensing Policy on Overprovision – Consultation closed on 13 May. 
60 responses were received.  NTBCC’s response can be viewed here: Licensing Board Supplementary 
Policy Consultation, Overprovision – NTBCC response May 2024 

Note:  The current (2018) Assessment of Overprovision as set out in Chapter 14 and Appendix 2 of the 
Licensing Board’s new Statement of Licensing Policy (published 27 November 2023) continues to form 
part of the Board’s Statement of Licensing Policy meanwhile. 

➢ New application(s):  Licensing Board – Applications in NTBCC’s Area : 15 May 2024 

➢ Previous Application(s): 

Variation 520373    5-11 Leith Street (The Newsroom) 
The premises sought to add an outdoor area to their licensed footprint. The proposed outdoor area in 
terms of layout and size (18m²) maps to what the premises had occupied already under their existing 
Tables & Chairs permit – granted by the Roads Authority until 29/9/2024. 

This ‘taster’ occupation of the public footway has introduced congestion that is highly detrimental for 
pedestrians at this narrowing and busy end of Leith Street, and blind corner with Waterloo Place. 

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=144&MId=7307&Ver=4
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/licences-permits/short-term-let-licence-application-fees-202324
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=144&MId=6852&Ver=4
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/13426/alcohol-licence-registers
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=159&MId=6727&Ver=4
https://www.ntbcc.org.uk/licensing-board-supplementary-policy-consultation-overprovision-ntbcc-response-may-2024/
https://www.ntbcc.org.uk/licensing-board-supplementary-policy-consultation-overprovision-ntbcc-response-may-2024/
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/24379/alcohol-licensing-policy-november-2018
https://www.ntbcc.org.uk/licensing-board-applications-in-ntbccs-area-15-may-2024/
https://www.newsroomedinburgh.co.uk/


 

This BREACHES the City of Edinburgh Council (Calton Road, Greenside Row, Leith Street and Waterloo 
Place, Edinburgh) Redetermination of Means of Exercise of Public Right of Passage Order 
201_RSO/17/13 that was confirmed by the Scottish Ministers without modification on 29 July 2020 – 
Scottish Government DPEA Case Ref ROD-230-1 refers:  

 

https://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/CaseDetails.aspx?id=119990&T=12
https://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/CaseDetails.aspx?id=119990&T=12


The public footway along the east side of Leith Street was widened to address safety concerns for 
pedestrians – particularly for those making their way upwards and sometimes finding themselves 
pushed in the way of incoming traffic behind them. Leith Street is a main thoroughfare busy with buses, 
and as stated in CEC Street Design Guidance: 

 
This application was decided (GRANTED) at the 29th April Board meeting. The precedent with the Tables 
& Chairs permit means that the Board was left with narrow grounds to refuse. The Board convener 
committed to engage with her counterpart in the Transport & Environment Committee however. 

The risk to public safety was evidenced the very next night (30th April), when the queues that formed 
down Leith Street from Waterloo Place to access the Beltane celebrations on Calton Hill forced 
everyone else onto the road.  

Provisional 522065    85-87 Rose Street 

This application was on agenda for the 27th May Board meeting but it is unclear whether it was decided, 
or whether the premises would remain operated by Mezcal Edinburgh Ltd (applicant)... their initial 
venue ‘Viva Bar’ having closed already: Popular Edinburgh Mexican diner opens second city restaurant 
replacing cocktail bar - Edinburgh Live 

2.2. Order of business for the next meeting will be published here, when available: 
Agenda for Licensing Board on Monday, 26th August, 2024, 9.30 am 

3. Civic & Miscellaneous licence registers 
Licensing Sub-Committee Last meeting(s): 20 & 21 May Next meeting(s): 17 & 18 June 

(Note: Licensing Sub-Committee meetings are not webcast.) 

3.1. Order of business for the last meeting(s) can be found here:  
Agenda for Licensing Sub-Committee on Monday, 20th May, 2024, 9.30 am 
Agenda for Licensing Sub-Committee on Tuesday, 21st May, 2024, 9.30 am 

 
The World Naked Bike Ride (WNBR) is set to return to Edinburgh again this year(!) 
Anyone interested, it will be be held on 7th or 6th July – depending on whether you check the Licensing Sub-
Committee’s Parades and Processions agenda item, or WNBR’s website? 

3.2. Order of business for the next meeting(s) will be published here, when available:  
Agenda for Licensing Sub-Committee on Monday, 17th June, 2024, 9.30 am 
Agenda for Licensing Sub-Committee on Tuesday, 18th June, 2024, 9.30 am 

https://www.edinburghlive.co.uk/best-in-edinburgh/popular-edinburgh-mexican-diner-opens-29071392
https://www.edinburghlive.co.uk/best-in-edinburgh/popular-edinburgh-mexican-diner-opens-29071392
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=159&MId=7348&Ver=4
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/13239/licensing-registers-civic
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=153&MId=7225&Ver=4
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=153&MId=7227&Ver=4
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s70253/Item%204.1%20-%20SS%20-%20Parades%20and%20Processions.pdf
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=153&MId=7254&Ver=4
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=153&MId=7255&Ver=4


4. Tables & Chairs permits 
Full (incl. register and guidance notes) can be found here: Tables and chairs permits 

Queries may be best emailed to TablesChairsPermits@edinburgh.gov.uk however as the register can be 
patchy. 
 
NB:  Permit 509187 for 5-11 Leith Street (The Newsroom) that was granted from 1/10/2023 to 29/9/2024 is 
now listed on the register (last updated June 2024)… let’s hope that the Roads Authority may carry out a 
more thorough assessment too, when the premises seek to renew their permit in the future?  (see earlier 
comments on Variation of Premises licence application 520373) 
 

Prepared by Annick Gaillard 
NTBCC Licensing Convener 
7 June 2024 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/14171/tables-and-chairs-permits
mailto:TablesChairsPermits@edinburgh.gov.uk
https://www.newsroomedinburgh.co.uk/

