NTBCC Transport and Environment Committee Update — December 2024

Edinburgh Association of Community Councils (EACC) Meeting

The EACC held their AGM on 28 November for which Councillor Stephen Jenkinson who is the new
Convenor of the Transport and Environment Committee was the guest speaker. He spoke about his
priorities for transport in Edinburgh. Fiona and Annick attended this meeting and were positive
about his more pragmatic approach which focussed on maintenance of the existing infrastructure
rather than new major projects. We have issued an invitation to Councillor Jenkinson to attend one
of our meetings

Transport and Environment Committee Meeting — 12 December 2024
The committee had a number of issues relevant to our community on their agenda including:

Cleansing Performance Report: This is a regular six-monthly update on street cleansing
performance, but it has been expanded to address the concerns raised in the petition that
was considered by the TEC last month regarding street cleansing in the Broughton/Bellevue
area. The report includes the latest LEAMS data which shows an overall improvement in
street cleanliness over the period 2020-2023 but the 2023 performance is still below the
target in our peer group of 92%. There is also no detail on which streets are included in the
survey from which these statistics are produced. The other metrics in the report focus on
the time required to address issues reported to the Council. As we have noted in our
walkabout in the First New Town litter continues to be a significant problem, but it is not
clear how proactive the Council staff are in addressing these issues if they are not reported.
The report also details efforts to recruit additional staff and establish a new position of
Street Inspector. There is also reference to the Scrub My Streets initiative and the Litter
Lotto campaign. We will contact Council officers to ensure that our area is included in these
initiatives.

Trams to Newhaven Update: Apart from the removal of some of the planters along the
Trams route, very little progress has been made in addressing the many defects and safety
concerns raised by the local community and the Road Safety Audit. We understand that the
defect resolution period with the Contractor has now expired. Therefore, all remedial work
will be undertaken by the Council with very limited ability to recover any costs from the
Contractor. Without the necessary level of Council resources and funding it is unlikely that
many of the issues will be resolved.

City Mobility Plan Capital Investment Plan: We had expected that the committee would be
receiving a detailed report showing the ranking of the different transport projects which are
included in the City Mobility Plan. Instead, the report reiterates the current funding
challenges and states that the TEC will receive a report in May 2025 with the ranking once
each of the projects have been assessed using the criteria that were included in the
Technical Summary that was attached to the City Mobility Plan. It would appear that this
will delay all of the projects currently in the system.

Tables and Chairs Permits: The TEC was due to receive a report on the issues raised at an
earlier meeting about the criteria for allowing tables and chairs to be placed on the
pavement. This report is not included in the agenda for this meeting and there is no update
on when it will appear. In the meantime, tables and chairs permits continue to be granted in
areas where concerns have been raised about pavement widths.



East London Street

The Council held a workshop on Monday 2 December to consider whether Green Street could be
used as an alternative route for out of service buses leaving or returning to Annadale Street Garage.
We await to hear the outcome of that meeting. The Council have also stated that they have
reconvened a group looking at the application of the Setted Street policy. This will include East
London Street, but we understand that the action to gather residents’ views has not been
progressed. In response to a request, Lothian Buses have advised that there has been a further
reduction in the number of out of service buses using ELS but importantly not in the critical early
hours of the day.

Edinburgh Accessibility Commission (EAC)

At the request of Councillor Caldwell, | attended part of an EAC meeting to discuss lessons learned
from the Trams to Newhaven project especially regarding tactile paving. The representatives of the
visually impaired community once again highlighted their concerns and while it is apparent that
there are instances where ESDG has not been followed, there is a reluctance to commit to any
significant improvement with the possible exception of the Dalmeny Street junction. The issues we
have highlighted on Leith Walk have been repeated in the CCWEL project and other active travel
projects across the City.
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