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Introduction

The New Town and Broughton Community Council (NTBCC) is one of Edinburgh’s 47
Community Councils. NTBCC is established under statute to represent the views of the
community within the New Town and Broughton area. The boundaries of the NTBCC area are
set by the City Edinburgh Council’s Scheme for Community Councils. Under that Scheme the
expectation is that Community Councils ‘should engage widely with their local communities
to represent their views when engaging with the City of Edinburgh Council.’. In addition,
community councils are expected to be able to show that they are representative of the local
community, to devise strategies to secure greater involvement by all sectors of their
communities and to demonstrate that they are communicating widely with the community
through a variety of means. This Annual Report is part of that communications process with
our local communities.



The Annual Report 2024/25 And Annual Accounts: Overview

NTBCC works with a committee structure that is designed to match as closely as possible the
committees of the City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) that are most germane to the work
undertaken by NTBCC. While this considerably helps NTBCC to organise its working
arrangements with the CEC, it does necessitate a sizeable effort by our Committee Convenors
and other Community Councillors to examine CEC strategy and policy papers across a wide
range of issues and follow these up through the CEC’s decision-making processes. This is all
done with the purpose of formulating responses to CEC proposals that represent the views of
our local community.

To give a flavour of the work undertaken by NTBCC, the following gives a list of some of the
important issues to which NTBCC responded over the course of the 2024/25: the future of
Charlotte Square, litter and street cleanliness, management of impact on residents of
filming in the New Town, events in Princes Street Gardens, the oversight of the World
Heritage Site, CEC's Communal Bin Review, the Number 13 bus service, the Visitor Levy
Consultation, Low Emission Zones, George Street and First New Town Project, tables and
chairs permits for cafes and bars, resolving the defects and safety concerns raised by the
local community and the Road Safety Audit following the completion of the tram extension
to Newhaven, the future of the RBS site on Dundas Street, CEC’s Princes Street and
Waverley Valley Strategy, and the Meadows to George Street city centre transport initiative.

In addition, NTBCC was involved in responding to a number of planning applications
including those regarding residential accommodation. Many previously agreed CEC
strategies often also required to be followed up regarding the impact of their
implementation, for example Traffic Regulation Orders under the Spaces for People
measures and CEC’s strategy on the management of public spaces. Finally, NTBCC
community councillors undertake walkabouts in patches within the NTBCC area. This
provides the opportunity to identify first-hand issues that need action such as blocked
drains, the poor condition of pavements and overflowing commercial waste. It is also an
opportunity to engage with local people. A report of the issues from the walkabout is sent
to CEC and highlighted at NTBCC meetings.

In 2023, CEC launched its Community Council Scheme and Boundary Review. The Review
essentially maintained NTBCC's existing boundaries, if with some welcome tidying up of its
Western edge boundary that borders Stockbridge and Inverleith Community Council. The
election process for the new community could took place in February 2025 having been
delayed because of the general election in 2024. NTBCC had 15 valid nominees for
membership (9 current members, 6 new members), and 6 local interest groups (LIG)
representatives, who are also voting members. There are two more places for LIG
representatives. The election of a significant number of new members to NTBCC was a very
positive outcome. NTBCC did regret that CEC did not review more fully how the Scheme for
community councils could be developed to help them undertake their responsibilities.

2025/26 NTBCC Going Forward

There are a number of matters that NTBCC intend to address further in 2025/26. Firstly, it is
recognised that more should be organised to engage local residents in the work of the
community council. This can work very well when NTBCC is dealing with an issue that affects




a relatively small patch and residents can be directly mobilised around an issue. Similarly,
where there is a local residents association, this can act as a useful bridge to engage local
communities. Engaging a population of ¢18,000 in issues that affect the whole NTBCC area
or a major part of it however presents greater challenges, necessitating a significant
communications exercise to seek out the views of residents. We will approach CEC to
explore better ways with appropriate resourcing that CEC can assist NTBCC in such
engagement. NTBCC like other community councils requires a more direct involvement from
CEC to help make this happen, especially as CEC keeps emphasising the importance of the
representativeness of community councils and the need for their greater involvement with
communities.

Secondly, and relatedly, NTBCC will explore ways that it can communicate more broadly to
local residents about the variety of work it undertakes on their behalf. NTBCC acknowledges
that to be as effective as possible it must be in a position to let local residents know what it
is engaged in at any particular time. Part of this will involve clarifying what are the most
effective and efficient media for pursuing this. Again, it is the view that CEC can contribute
to supporting this.

Thirdly, NTBCC wishes to agree a protocol with CEC about how the two organisations
interact regarding CEC’s decision-making. From an NTBCC perspective this protocol should
address the current ambiguity that surrounds the position and status of the community
council’s in involvement with CEC’s decision-making process. In addition, NTBCC will seek
increased and more timely information about CEC’s plans as they evolve, proper record-
keeping of the interchanges and with each policy initiative by the Council a short but
binding engagement plan for community councils. It is anticipated that other community
councils may wish to join such an initiative

Fourthly, NTBCC wishes to strengthen the oversight regarding the World Heritage Site. This
will involve working with a number of local organisation including Edinburgh World
Heritage, Historic Environment Scotland, other community councils and - critically -
residents associations. At the moment, there is uncertainty as to where responsibility lies
for overseeing and safeguarding the World Heritage Site within the City and whether
current governance arrangements are sufficiently robust to ensure the necessary influence
over decisions being taken that affect the World Heritage Site.

Fifthly, recent discussions within NTBCC have raised the question of whether the range of
issues in which NTBCC has been involved needs to be further extended to include other
matters of interest and concern to local residents. There will of course be a matter of
overall manageability, but it is believed that as part of NTBCC communications it is
important to ask the local population upon what it wishes NTBCC to concentrate as well as
just informing the community about what it is doing. During the year there will be a review
of the range of NTBCC's work.

Finally, | wish to take the opportunity to thank our local city councillors who continue to
work with NTBCC in a very positive way and help us both to tackle local issues and gain a
better appreciation of CEC’s position on a range of matters. Equally, as Chair, | am always
impressed with the sheer quality of work that NTBCC produces in addressing local issues. |



am very happy again to record my gratitude to Officers and Committee Convenors and
others for the time, commitment and knowledge they as volunteers continually bring to the
work of this tier of local democracy.

The reports from the Committee Convenor’s that accompany this Annual Report give a
valuable overview of what was undertaken by NTBCC during 2024/25. More information is
always available, including a wide range of reports for meetings and background
documents, on the NTBCC website (https://www.ntbcc.org.uk/).

Peter Williamson
Chair, New Town and Broughton Community Council


https://www.ntbcc.org.uk/
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