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The NTBCC Culture & Communities Committee shadows the CEC Culture & 
Communities Committee, one of the six ‘political committees’ of the council.

The remit of Culture and Communities includes: community safety, health "except 
those matters delegated to another committee or the Integration Joint Board", cultural 
development, festivals and events, sport and recreation, arts and museums, libraries 
and community centres, parks and green spaces, community and locality planning, 
community empowerment, community councils, and 20-minute neighbourhoods

The council committee has only met six times in the last year — 8 and 23 Aug (a 
special meeting for Firework Control Zones), 3 Oct, 5 Dec 2024, and 27 Feb, 5 June 
2025 — with long, diverse agendas only released shortly before the meeting, which 
we have had difficulty processing. However NTBCC has been fortunate in having 
some of the ‘stars’ of the council committee regularly attending our meetings to 
answer questions! 

NTBCC have held ad hoc meetings on issues of interest to members, rather than 
regular committee meetings, as a reflection of the the diverse content that comes to 
the CEC committee.

Matters of public interest considered at both NTBCC and ad hoc meetings included 
firework control zones, re-use of bowling greens, community grants, the ‘right to 
grow’, details of the tourist visitor levy, parks levy on ticketed events, the ‘Winter 
Festivals’ in Princes Street Gardens, management rules for public parks and 
greenspace, park lighting, funding for volunteer groups such as the Friends of Parks, 
and the community council elections 2025, while commenting formally on the draft 
‘Princes Street and Waverley Valley Strategy’, ‘future libraries’ consultation, the 
proposed installation for an extended period of the ‘Big Wheel’ in East Princes Street 
Gardens (which in line with our advice didn’t happen), and the Fly Music Festival 
(West Princes Street Gardens). 

Comments by the retiring convenor

Reports to by the CEC Culture & Communities Committee are often complex and 
require more scrutiny than the 11 city councillors are able to give them — or indeed 
one NTBCC convenor! Ideally a small team of community councillor should monitor 
this council committee with each member covering a range of issues. Purposeful 
NTBCC deputations that demonstrate an understanding of the details have, and can, 
change council policies. 

Simon Holledge
NTBCC Culture & Communities Convenor
9 June 2025


