NTBCC Transport and Environment Committee Update — February 2026

1. St Mark’s Path Closure
We have been advised that the contractor plans to construct an alternative path for pedestrians and
cyclists to use while the existing path through the site is closed but, in the meantime, they are
operating a controlled crossing to allow continued use of the path. The contractor has not provided any
further information on their plans.

2. Transport and Environment Committee Meeting - 29 January 2026
There were a number of topics discussed at the meeting of interest to us including:

e EV Charging Infrastructure: The Council along with other local authorities in this part of Scotland
are moving from ChargePlace Scotland and BP Pulse to new providers. Amplify are now
responsible for the maintenance of the chargers and Fuuse will provide back office support.

e Visitor Levy (City Operations and Infrastructure Investment): See briefing note below.

e St James Square Access: The Council have approved the recommended arrangements to
maintain the current controlled vehicular access to the square primarily for the W Hotel. This
report follows a legal challenge by the hotel operator of previous decisions not to continue
vehicular access.

e Annual Air Quality Progress Report: The latest report for 2024 shows an improvement in
nitrogen dioxide levels measured by all of the monitors in our area despite traffic volumes
having almost returned to pre-Covid levels. This is welcome news after the increases seen over
recent years at many of the city centre sites. It is noted that the Scottish government may
introduce tighter limits on air pollution to reflect current WHO guidance. If implemented this
would result in many areas of the city being above these new limits.

e Communal Bin Review Update: The report provided an update on recent activities including the
re-consultation in some streets and the plans for thee roll out of phase 6 of the review.
Communal bin hubs will not be installed in our area until 2027 but the new gull proof sack
service should commence on those streets that chose this method in the first half of this year.

3. Communal Bin Review Phase 6 Update
Several community councillors and representatives of local residents’ groups attended a meeting with
the CBR team regarding the implementation of the new waste collection arrangements in our area. As
a result, further information was provided regarding these plans which we have shared with the
relevant street associations. We have met or had correspondence with residents on Royal Circus,
Cumberland Street, Forth Street and Gayfield Square to assist them with identifying alternative
locations for the bin hubs. We continue to seek further clarification of elements of the plan.

4. Local Traffic Improvement Programme Applications
We submitted six applications for projects to be included under the Local Traffic Improvement
Programme. This scheme was established by the Council to allow community groups to identify small
improvement projects that would address local travel issues. The applications are primarily concerned
with improving pedestrian safety but also seek repairs to road surfaces and better road signage. Streets



covered by the applications included: Bellevue Crescent, Annandale Street, Princes Street, Carlton
Terrace and Gayfield Square. Details of the applications can be found on our website.

5. Trams to Newhaven
There was a further CCTT/TTN meeting at the end of January which confirmed that very little progress
had been made in addressing the remaining issues along the new tram route including the work on Elm
Row and Picardy Place. We were advised that this work will still be completed by the end of March
along with all 70 of the high priority issues previously agreed. We also attended a lessons learned
meeting with representatives of the TTN team and other community councils. A draft report of the
issues discussed will be issued later this month.

6. Response to FOI Request (Rose Street)
We have received a response to our FOI request which sought information about the road safety audit
referenced in the report to the TRO sub-committee in December. The information provided raises
serious concerns about the scope of audit as a means of assessing the risks of these schemes and
whether or not the required mitigating actions identified in the audits have or will be completed.

7. Charlotte Square
We submitted detailed comments on the latest designs for Charlotte Square. The expected report
seeking approval to proceed with this project has not yet been published. Interestingly this project was
not included in those for which TVL funding was recommended.

8. George Street and Cross Streets
The traffic regulation orders (TRO) for the changes to George Street which we were advised would be
published in January 2026 have not yet been advertised.

9. Cycle Hire Scheme
Concerns were expressed about the parking of some of the Voi bikes in our area. We have passed on
these concerns to the Council team responsible for the scheme and requested that Voi take proactive
steps to remind users of the correct parking protocol.
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Briefing Note: Edinburgh Visitor Levy: City Operations and Infrastructure Investment

The report set out the process that had been used to prioritise which Operations and Infrastructure
projects should receive funding from the levy (currently 55% of total funds available) and which would not.
The selected projects will be included in an overall submission for approval to the full Council later this
week.

Projects selected for funding include:
e Replace litter bins in high footfall areas
e Graffiti Cleaning of private properties
e Enhanced city centre operations including street cleansing
e Hostile Vehicle Mitigation
e Improved maintenance of hard landscaping
e Additional/improved public toilets
e Princes Street Public Realm design
e Footway Upgrades (Town Centres) but including South Bridge
e Rose Street upgrade
e Old Town Streets including Cockburn Street, Hunters Square and Cowgate
e George Street redevelopment and footway widening of cross streets. This is by far the largest
project to be funded (£20.7M over three years)

Projects not recommended for funding include:
e Public transport improvements for major attractions
e City Chambers upgrades
e Traffic Signal Upgrades
e Cycle Hire Scheme funding beyond initial two year trial
e Old Town Streets (Phase 2) including Canongate, Holyrood Road
e Charlotte Square improvements
e St Andrews Square active travel
e Meadows to George Street project



