NTBCC Transport and Environment Committee Update — March 2026

1. St Mark’s Path Closure
We have been advised that the contractor no longer plans to construct an alternative path for
pedestrians and cyclists. Apart from short periods of time in the future to allow work on the services
under the path to be undertaken, the path will remain open with brief closures for controlled site
traffic movements. A newsletter will be issued by the contractor to residents in the near future to
provide further information on their plans. We have asked for further details on the planned future
closures.

2. Communal Bin Review Phase 6 Update
Following meetings with residents in Gayfield Square and the Picardy area, we have submitted detailed
proposals for the relocation of several of the bin hubs shown in the latest plans for these areas. We
have already received a response to these proposals which is currently under review. We have also had
correspondence with residents on Royal Circus and Cumberland Street. We are working with them to
challenge the latest plans.

3. George Street Redevelopment

In the light of recent decisions by the Council about the funding of the redevelopment of George Street, we
have sought clarification about the latest plans for this project including whether it is planned to proceed with
the temporary traffic regulation orders.

4. Dublin Street/Abercromby Place
We have received a further helpful update from Councillor Miller regarding the latest plans for the
redesign of this junction. We understand that we will be contacted by the Council team responsible for
this project to ensure that we are able to feed community views into their plans.

5. Response to FOI Request (Rose Street)
We have highlighted a number of concerns to local Councillors about the information received in
response to our FOI request. We await a response from the Councillors to the matters raised. We have
also written to Living Streets and Edinburgh Access Panel as they had objected to the plans for two-way
cycling on Rose Street.

6. Trams to Newhaven
As noted last month, very little progress had been made during December/January in addressing the
remaining issues along the new tram route including the work on ElIm Row and Picardy Place. The latest
information provided shows that 121 issues have now been fully resolved most of which were
designated as high priority items last year. A further 64 high priority items are either currently being
worked or are pending resolution. One of the main issues to be resolved in March are the many
chamber failures along the route. This work will require partial road closures and is due to commence
on 15 March. We have yet to receive confirmation of the timing of the landscaping work at Picardy
Place.
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